United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 15 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 164

WASHINGTON, MONDAY, MARCH 19, 2018

No. 47

House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MEADOWS).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 19, 2018.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MARK
MEADOWS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 8, 2018, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

NATIONAL PHYSICIANS WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, March
25 through March 31 is National Physi-
cians Week. As a practicing physician
for nearly 30 years, I would like to use
my time today to acknowledge the
dedicated doctors nationwide who de-
vote their lives to providing quality
care for our patients.

I am so thankful for the doctors who
have led the charge to observe a week
dedicated to our Nation’s physicians,

and especially thanks to Dr. Kimberly
Jackson. Dr. Jackson is a true pioneer
for the medical profession. In June of
2015, she founded the Physicians Work-
ing Together organization. This group
was created to bring physicians to-
gether from a broad spectrum of spe-
cialties. Dr. Jackson then, just 1 year
later, established the last week in
March as National Physicians Week.

This year’s celebration will include a
physician-led virtual conference hosted
by the Physicians Working Together
group. The conference is available for
free and will provide physicians with
valuable ways to improve their every-
day practice. The virtual sessions will
also highlight ways that physicians
can take action in policy through advo-
cacy groups and navigate the world of
politics. I encourage my friends in the
medical industry to tune in.

As an obstetrician/gynecologist, I
have had the privilege of building rela-
tionships with patients that I will al-
ways hold dear to my heart. There is
nothing quite like watching a family
grow before your eyes and having a
hand in their healthy growing.

Although government regulations
piled on over the years have continued
to make it difficult to build and nur-
ture these relationships, my patients
have become no less important nor less
of a priority to me. I know this to be
the case for many other doctors
throughout the Nation.

During my time practicing medicine
in Great Bend, Kansas, I had the oppor-
tunity to work alongside many fellow
physicians who practice with a level of
care that I want for my own family,
physicians who are more than deserv-
ing of a week of appreciation. So please
take a few moments to show your sup-
port for your local physicians.

For more information regarding the
conference, I would ask you to check
out the National Physicians Week
Facebook page, or look at my own so-
cial media pages for more ways to
spread the word.

IT IS TIME TO STAND UP FOR
AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to talk about the events of Friday
night and concern for the continued
special counsel position of Robert
Mueller.

On Friday night, late, the Deputy Di-
rector of the FBI, Mr. Andrew McCabe,
was fired. I haven’t seen the IG report.
Nobody has seen it. It won’t be avail-
able until April. But it is concerning
that, that late at night, people were
working at Justice to fire a career em-
ployee and possibly deprive him of his
pension.

Mr. McCabe believes the reason he
was fired was because of his knowledge
of Mr. Comey’s conversations with the
President, and his own conversations
with the President, and his being a cor-
roborating witness. I don’t know what
the cause was, but the process was
awful. It was rushed, and it seemed to
violate the due process rights of this
career Federal employee.

And then to watch the President of
the United States, a multibillionaire,
spike the ball on being able to deprive
a 20-year Federal employee of a pen-
sion was cruel, un-American, and
mean-spirited. It was a shot across the
bow at other government officials who
are doing their jobs—Justice Depart-
ment officials, FBI officials, law en-
forcement officials who love this coun-
try and put their lives on the line—and
that if they don’t agree with the
Mueller investigation continuing; or if
they see concerns about the United
States President and his campaign and
some involvement with Russia or with
obstruction of justice, or violations of
emoluments clauses; that they too risk
their jobs and risk their pensions, and
risk their financial security.

It is a scary time in America, and we
are looking at the abyss.
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